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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To decrease a hydrolyzable halogen content without increasing an 
epoxy equivalent by dissolving in a ketone solvent a crude epoxy resin obtained by reacting a 
novolak with an epihalohydrin and adding thereto an alkali thereby treating it again at a specific 
temperature under a reduced pressure to keep a specific water content. 

SOLUTION: A second treatment is carried out at 50-75°C keeping the water content at 0.5-1.4 
wt.%. The water content means a water concentration in a resin solution during the second 
treatment of the resin solution. To cope with increase of the water content according to the 
progress of the reaction in the second treatment, water in the reaction system is made 
azeotropic with a ketone solvent under a reduced pressure, removed out of the reaction system 
and subsequently condensed to separate into a water layer and an oil layer, the latter being 
refluxed into the reaction system. As the ketone solvent is particularly preferable methyl 
isobutyl ketone. The amount of the alkali added is preferable in excess of the amount of a 
halohydrin ether group left in the crude epoxy resin. 
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